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(708) 747-4236  

qtsims@comcast.net 

 

Vice-Chair Program 

Carlithe Layosa 

(815) 603 ð 1098 

programchair@asq1213.com 
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Mike Boothe 

708-596-5800 

Quality @callabco.com  

 

Treasurer 

Brent Leffel 
219-473-4131 

Leffe-
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I L L I A N A  S I G N A L  
Illiana Website www.asq-illiana.org. 

ASQ Contact Information 

 

Region 12 Director 

Kam Gupta 

847-612-4244  

citkam@gmail.com 

 

ASQ Headquarters 

1-800-248-1946  

 

Illiana Section Web Site 

Www.asq-illiana.org 
 

Mission Statement 

Illiana Section 1213ñASQ is dedicated to advancing 

the principles and practices of quality control for the 

benefit of its members, the Society, local business 

and industry, the education sector, and the 

community. 

Greetings during this festive season!  The one thing we all can believe in together no matter 

our beliefs is that winter has finally arrived.  As I gaze out on the half foot of snow I certainly 

hope that is the last of it until late January. 

 

As always, our section is interested in attracting new members.  A prime opportunity will be 

the plant tour this month since there is no cost to attend and the section will buy dinner for 

those that do afterwards.  If you know of potential members, invite them to join us for the 

tour. 

 

By now you should have receive information regarding the Quality on the South Shore 

Conference that our section is putting together. As you likely have seen, we have assembled 

a distinguished set of speakers, several of whom that have been published in Quality 

Progress.  Theyôll address a broad range of concerns pertaining to our dynamic quality 

profession. The date for this event is Friday, January 18th.  The one thing to also keep in mind 

is that as a benefit to our sections membership, Illiana members will pay, via check or money 

order, the small amount of $20 to register for the conference.  Then, when you attend the 

conference, the $20 will be rebated back to you in terms of a chit to pay for your attendance at 

a future Spring 2008 dinner meeting.  Seating is limited to the first one hundred individuals 

that sign up so donôt delay once you have the forms.  Make sure to mark your calendars to 

take advantage of this opportunity to hear from quality leaders within our community. 

 

Some ASQ news: 

During its November meeting, the ASQ board of directors approved the formation of two new 

sections: the Newfoundland & Labrador Section 413 and Central Wisconsin Section 1218. 

This brings the ASQ section total to 255.  We are still growing as a society.  One procedural 

item of note from HQ:  There are a total of 16 sections in Region 12 (ours) with over 8000 

members. That makes us the largest region in ASQ, membership wise.  The thing that is 

noteworthy for Illiana members is that we are only one of five sections out of the sixteen that 

have all our necessary documentation done for this fiscal year.  This speaks volumes to the 

dedication of my fellow board members. 

 

Steven Schuelka 

Chairperson 



Illiana Section Committee  

Contact Information 

 

Co-Chief Proctor 

Tracy Sims 

(708) 747-4236  

qtsims@comcast.net 

 

Co-Chief Proctor 

Larry Sprengel 

Larrysprengel@msn.com 

(815) 634-5911  

 

Education Chair 

Daniel Lowery, PhD 

(713) 721 - 0202 x271 

dlowery@ccsj.edu 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Edgar W. (Bill) Blackmon 

(708) 575ñ 2534  

bill.blackmon@innophos.c

om 

 

Recertification Chair 

Kim Bernas 

(708) 543ð 3400 

Kbernas@fedsig.com 

 

Database Chair and Inter-

net 

Mike Boothe 

708-596-5800 

Quality @callabco.com  

 

Auditing Committee Chair 

Larry Sprengel 

Larrysprengel@msn.com 

(815) 634-5911  

 

 

 

If you have any comments 

or questions, please feel 

free to contact your 

Board Members or ASQ. 

I l l iana Signal  

Certification Exams  
 

Exam List                                                        Exam Date        Appl. Deadline  
2008   

CQT/CRE/CHA/CBA/CMQ/CQI/SSBB       March 1   January 11 

 

World Conf, Houston, TX   All exams     May 4, 2008  March 21 

 

CQE/CQA/CSQE/CQIA/CCT/CQPA/SSGB     June 7   April 4 

 

CQT/CRE/CHA/CBA/CMQ/CQI/CSSBB     October 18  August 15 

 

CQE/CQA/CSQE/CQIA/CCT/CQPA/SSGB     December 6  October 3 

 

2009 

CQT/CRE/CHA/CBA/CMQ/OE/CQI/CSSBB     March 7   January 9 

 

World Conf, (tbd)    All exams     May (tbd)   (tbd) 

 

CQE, CQA, CSQE, CQIA, CCT, CQPA, SSGB    June 6   April 10 

 

CQT, CRE, CQI, CMQ/OE, CHA, CBA, SSBB    October 17  August 14 

 

CQE, CQA, CSQE, CQIA, CCT, CQPA, SSGB    December 5  October 9 

 

 

The location for the 2008 March and June tests  for Section 1213 will be at  Joliet 
Junior College, Joliet, Il. 

December Meeting 
 

DATE:                     Tuesday, December 11, 2007 

 

Planr tour:             Federal Signal Corporation ð Safety & Security Systems GroupðPlant 

     Tour. 

     2645 Federal Signal Drive 

     University Park, IL 60466 

     708-534-3400 

 

TIME:                       6:15 P.M.  ---  Registration  

                                  6:30 P.M.  ---  Dinner  

                                 7:30 P.M.  ---  Program  

 

SPEAKERS:    Safety & Security Systems Group 

      

 

TOPIC:          Plant Tour  

     (Safety Glasses, Picture ID and Closed Toed Shoes Required) 

 

Please RSVP ASAP  
Go to our website at http://www.asq-Illiana.org to place your reservation, or send an email to 
Carlithe Layosa programchair@asq1213.com 



Illiana Section 1213 

I l l iana Signal  

MEETING LOGISTICS  

 
 

 

                                                                                                          

Plan to attend Illiana 1213 Dinner Meetings  

Directions 

 

From North : Take I-294 or I90E/94 to I 80 West to Iowa. Exit  to I-57 south . Follow I 57 to exit 339; 
Sauk Trail and exit East. Proceed .8 miles to Cicero Avenue and turn right to South Cicero. Follow 
Cicero 2.4 miles to University Parkway (four way stop with blinking orange light) Turn right onto 
University Parkway and  proceed .5 miles to Central Ave. Turn left on Central Avenue and proceed .5 
miles to Federal Signal drive.  
From West: Take I-80 East at I-57 South. Follow the directions above.  (Starting with exit to I 57 South) 
From South: Take Route 30 Cicero South. Proceed 3.4 miles to University Parkway (four way stop with 
blinking orange light) Turn right onto University Parkway and  proceed .5 miles to Central Ave. Turn left 
on Central Avenue and proceed .5 miles to Federal Signal drive.  
 
Sign on to the Illiana Website www.asq -illiana.org for any new information  

Meeting Agenda for 2007/2008 

Date ASQ Contact                Topic Location  Speaker 

12/11/2007 Carlithe 

Layosa  
Federal Signal Corporation ð Safety 

& Security Systems GroupðPlant 

Tour. 

Safety Glasses, Picture ID and 

Closed Toed Shoes Required 

2645 Federal Signal Drive 

University Park, IL 60466 

708-534-3400 

 Kim Bernas 

 

1/22/2008 Carlithe 

Layosa  
Section Business + Elections 

 

Sanfratelloôs 

127 Main Street 

Glenwood, IL 60425 

(708) 758-5500 

Illiana Board Mem-

bers 

2/26/2008 Carlithe 

Layosa  
Managing Your Metrology System Part 1 Empire Buffet 

4601 Lincoln Mall Dr. 

Matteson, IL 60433 

708-503-1888 

J. Brent Snoddy 

 

3/18/2008 Carlithe 

Layosa  
Managing Your Metrology System Part 2 Dick's  

10808 Wicker Ave. (Rt. 41) 

St. John, IN 46373 

219-365-5041 

J. Brent Snoddy 

 

4/29/2008 Carlithe 

Layosa  
Implementing Lean at St. James Hospital 

and Health Centers 

Scrementi's Banquets 

104 W. Sauk Trail 

Chicago Hts., IL 60411 

708-755-0624 

Keith Poole    

5/20/2008 Carlithe 

Layosa  
 Casa Margarita  

9549 W. 151st Street 

Orland Park, IL 60462 

708-403-5585 

 



Edgar W. Blackmon 

Innophos 

1101 Arnold Street 

Chicago Heights, Il 60411 

 

Phone: (708) 575-2534 

E-Mail: bill.blackmon@innophos.com 
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Federal Signal Corporation  

Safety & Security Systems GroupðPlant  Tour  
 

December 11, 2007 beginning at 6:15 P.M.  

 

2645 Federal Signal Drive 

University Park, IL 60466 

708-534-3400 
 

ILLIANA MEMBERS PLEASE UPDATE ASQ WITH YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS FOR 

IMPORTANT UPDATES FROM YOUR SECTION. 
 

REMEMBER TO CHECK THE ILLIANA WEBSITE MONTHLY FOR THE BALANCE 

OF THE SECTION NEWSLETTERS !! 

"Exam Proctors Provide Valuable      Service"  

 

Four times a year our Illiana Section #1213 sponsors the ASQ certification exams. 

These are given in March, June, October, and December of each year, on a Saturday 

morning.  

 

There are benefits for both the proctors and the examinees.  The assistant proctors get 

0.5 RUs for each time you help - this is a very easy way to get up to 2.0 RUs/year x 3 

years for a total of 6 of your 18 RUs required every three years for recertification, and 

of course, the examinees need a place where they can take the exam.  There are two 

locations we have been using for some years now, Joliet Junior College and the Busi-

ness and Career Institute, associated with South Suburban College.  Both of these fa-

cilities have excellent rooms for the exams, and enough extra room if we have over-

flows.  

 

For the most recent 3-4 years, there have been only a few people at each exam, but 

that has changed - for the last two exams we had 16 and 11 examinees respec-

tively.  We always needs people to help proctor, and do not limit the number of peo-

ple who help each time.  When you help, there is a flurry of activity between 7-8 am 

until the exams start, then you have 4 or 5 hours, depending on the exams being 

given, to relax and read or do work; it's really quite productive time.  Please review 

the exam calendar below and plan to spend a Saturday morning with us - please con-

tact Tracy Sims (contact information elsewhere in the newsletter).  You'll leave feel-

ing good about what you've done.  

 

Tracy Sims  

Co-Chief Proctor  

 

Larry Sprengel  

Co-Chief Proctor 


